[image: image1.jpg]Rowan Coung
SV Beeéeepem“
$.§ Association




Rowan County Beekeepers Association (RCBA) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to promoting beekeeping in Rowan County, North Carolina.  The objectives of the RCBA are to:

· Educate:  Teach and encourage current and future beekeepers in better methods, to promote cooperation and sharing, and reach a common understanding of problems and solutions of beekeeping.

· Charity:  Promote member beekeeping improvements and general public awareness about the benefits and necessity of honey bees and the beekeeping industry.  

RCBA was organized in the 1960’s, originally meeting at the old Wink’s BBQ location.  It now meets every 2nd Monday of the month from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Rowan County Agricultural Center on Old Concord Road.  Meetings typically include business announcements, event planning, and open beekeeping discussions.  We frequently have experienced guest speakers presenting the latest in beekeeping methods.  RCBA now has an active membership of over 120 beekeepers. 
Membership dues to the RCBA are only $8 per year for individuals.
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Marcel Renn
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Bryan Fisher


980-521-8642  
Vice President

Lee Williams


704-663-3977
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Mark Heuser 


443-791-8771
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Kevin Watson
   
            


Activity Chairperson
RCBA Honey Sales and Swarm Control

A number of RCBA members sell local honey or can be called for honey bee swarm control.

For local honey sales contact:


Denny / Janice Booe

704-278-4016

Mt. Ulla, NC

Randy Elium


704-213-2661

Salisbury, NC


Bryan Fisher


980-521-8642

Kannapolis, NC

Mark Heuser


443.791.8771

Salisbury, NC


Riley Gobble


704-633-4513

Salisbury, NC

Richard Lampe


704-212-2426

Salisbury, NC


Jon Liebensperger

704-433-0362

Salisbury, NC


John Napier


704-279-4576

Salisbury, NC

Rex Phelps


704-202-0408

Faith, NC

Marcel Renn


704-637-8931

Salisbury, NC

David Talley


704-209-3600

Gold Hill, NC


Lee / Mike Williams

704-633-3977

Mooresville, NC

For swarm control contact:


Larry Pruett


704-636-9074

North – Salisbury, NC


Denny Booe


704-278-4016

West – Mt. Ulla, NC

Paul Eudy


704-636-8262

West – Salisbury, NC


Walter Cline


704-278-2572

West – Woodleaf, NC

Scott Karriker


704-630-1157

Central – Salisbury, NC


John Napier


704-279-4576

Central – Salisbury, NC

Marcel Renn


704-637-8931

Central – Salisbury, NC

Paul Stephenson


704-267-7313

Central – Salisbury, NC


Randy Elium


704-213-2661

East – Salisbury, NC

Riley Gobble


704-633-4513

East – Salisbury, NC

Mary Francis Hough

704-857-2112

South – China Grove, NC

Rex Phelps


704-202-0408

South – Faith, NC


Andy Brown


704-279-2791

Southeast – Rockwell, NC

Craige/Terri Myers

704-279-3418

Southeast – Rockwell, NC


David Talley


704-209-3600

Southeast – Gold Hill, NC
RCBA Resource Library

RCBA has a growing library of beekeeping books and DVDs for members to check out and learn more about honey bees and beekeeping.  The books can be reserved and checked out based on first available.  Contact Randy Cox, 704-798-4501, to reserve and checkout library resources.

RCBA Equipment Rental

RCBA has a motorized, 9-frame extractor with straining bucket, an electric uncapping knife and a capping container that is available for daily rental by members.  The cost is $5 per day.  Contact Randy Elium, 704-213-2661, to schedule the rental of this equipment.

North Carolina State Beekeepers Association (NCSBA)
RCBA is a chapter of the North Carolina State Beekeepers Association.  The NCSBA is the largest and one of the most active state associations in the United States.  The NCSBA was started in 1917 with just 40 beekeepers.  There are now over 80 local chapters covering most of the 100 state counties with over 4000 members – the largest in the country! 
NCSBA provides members two annual conferences with noted speakers and beekeeping workshops, four quarterly news letters, a yearly beekeeper’s calendar and a Yellow Book reference on beekeeping resources in the state.  It actively promotes honeybee research through cooperative efforts with state programs and services (apiary inspections).  It promotes honey products through public regulation and marketing promotions (farmer markets, fairs, etc.).  It also promotes public awareness on importance of honey bees, including maintaining the NC State Zoo Honeybee Exhibit, school presentations, etc.  
NCSBA also administers the North Carolina Master Beekeepers Program.  This program allows beekeepers to achieve increasing levels of certification.  You can become a Certified Beekeeper with a simple understanding of honey bees and bee management, a Journeyman Beekeeper demonstrates competence in beekeeping, and continues through Master Beekeeper and onto Master Craftsman Beekeeper with greater experience, teaching, conducting projects and public service.
NCSBA membership dues are only $15 per year for all this support.  More information is available on-line at www.ncbeekeepers.org.
Other associations and publications
There are many other associations, publications and blogs for beekeepers to learn practical, successful, and responsible beekeeping practices.  Some include:
· NC State Univ. Apiculture Program – www.ncsu.edu/entomology/apiculture
· NC State Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer Services – www.ncagr.gov
· National Honey Board – www.honey.com
· American Bee Journal and Bee Culture magazines, plus more.

